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LEGISLATURE APPROVES $23 MILLION 
IN DEBT SERVICE ASSISTANCE 

 
The MWRA Board of Directors voted a 4.5% rate hike for 
FY08 after the Legislature approved a state budget that 
included $23 million for Debt Service Assistance. The $23 
million allocation falls between the $25 million provided in 
the House version and the $15 million provided in the 
Senate and Governor’s versions.  
 
Absent Debt Service Assistance, the water and sewer rate 
hike had the potential to increase up to 5.9%. The amount of 
Debt Service Assistance provided by the state is directly 
related to the lower rate increase. The MWRA Advisory 
Board thanks the leadership of the House and Senate, as 
well as the MWRA Caucus for their advocacy in providing 
funding for the Debt Service Assistance program.  
 
With rate revenue requirements projected to increase by 
over $30 million every year through FY15, a continued and 
expanded Debt Service Assistance program becomes even 
more critical to mitigate community impacts. Debt Service 
Assistance is a state-wide program and helps many 
communities around the Commonwealth, both in and 
outside of the MWRA service area. To access individual 
community assessments visit the Advisory Board’s website: 
www.mwraadvisoryboard.com  
 

SYSTEM EXPANSION 
 

Over the last two months, the MWRA and MWRA Advisory 
Board have approved three new sewer connections into the 
MWRA system bringing in a total of $314,797 in entrance fee 
revenue. In order to come into the MWRA system, applicants 
must go through a stringent application process to determine 
that they will not negatively impact other communities in the 
service area. The three applicants, Herb Chambers Lexus 
Dealership of Sharon, Avalon Sharon, and D&N property in 
Foxborough, will be responsible for a verifiable four-to-one 
reduction of inflow, benefiting the entire system. While they 
will contribute an average daily flow of 35,520 gallons to the 
sewer system, they will be removing 324,692 gallons per day 
of peak inflow. The inflow removal plans vary from repairing 
and replacing manhole covers to removing sump pumps. 
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If you have any questions regarding topics raised in this newsletter or any other MWRA issue, please contact: 
hristine Hevelone-Byler, Government & Media Coordinator ▪ Phone: 617.742.7561 ▪ Fax: 617.742.4614 ▪ 

Email: christine.hevelone-byler@mwra.state.ma.us  
Web Site: www.mwraadvisoryboard.com
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