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$25 MILLION IN DEBT SERVICE ASSISTANCE 
PROPOSED IN HOUSE BUDGET 

 

The House announced this week their intention to provide 
$25 million for the state-wide Debt Service Assistance 
program in their version of the FY08 budget. The proposed 
$25 million is a significant increase over Governor Patrick’s 
budget proposal of $15 million. The Advisory Board 
sincerely appreciates the leadership of Speaker Sal DiMasi, 
Chairman of House Ways & Means Bob DeLeo, Chairman 
of the MWRA Caucus Ron Mariano and the rest of the 
MWRA area legislators for signaling their commitment to 
ratepayer relief.  
 

The priority for FY08 continues to be advocating for an 
amount that can be achieved through the House, Senate and 
Governor. In a recent letter to the Legislature, the Advisory 
Board requested level funding for FY08. House budget 
debates are underway this week; the state budget will be 
finalized in July. 
 

Debt Service Assistance provides rate relief for cities and 
towns across the state. In FY07, the program benefits 
MWRA and 97 other entities throughout the state ranging 
from Barnstable and Plymouth in the South, to Lowell and 
Pepperell in the North, to Worcester and Sturbridge and 
Great Barrington in the Central and Western parts of 
Massachusetts. For more information about how much 
money communities receive through the Sewer Rate Relief 
Fund, visit the Division of Local Services website: 
 

http://www.mass.gov/Ador/docs/dls/mdmstuf/LocalAidDist/
fy07sewerraterelief.xls
 
ADVISORY BOARD TESTIFIES AT HEARING 

 

H.1970, an act to establish a special commission relative to 
the Rutland-Holden Sewer System, was favorably reported 
out of the Committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government this month after staff from the Advisory Board 
testified in support of the Legislation.  The Legislation 
would officially establish the Rutland-Holden Trunk Sewers 
Working Committee, comprised of representatives from 
Rutland, Holden and West Boylston and their Legislative 
delegation, the MWRA, DCR and the Advisory Board. The 
purpose of the commission is to investigate options 
regarding future care and custody of the lines; currently the 
line is managed, maintained and funded by multiple parties. 
The next meeting is currently slated for early June. 
CONGRESSIONAL REPORT ON SRF 
t month the US House of Representatives passed legislation 
eauthorize the Clean Water State Revolving Fund. The bill, 
. 720, was reduced by $6 billion to provide $14 billion over 
next four years and would make several changes to the 

gram. Changes include prioritizing funding to projects more 
ly to enhance water quality, mandating studies on feasibility 
lternate clean water infrastructure, authorizing $2 billion for 
 water programs benefiting rural communities, and allowing 
 repayment periods of up to thirty years, as well as providing 

ed subsidies for low income and innovative communities. 
e the bill is reported favorably out of committee, it is 
ected to be debated in the Senate this month, though the 
ite House has publicly opposed the bill due to concerns over 
r provisions. 

APITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE 
 

its April 19 meeting, the MWRA Advisory Board approved 
ments and Recommendations for the Authority’s proposed 

ital Improvement Program (CIP) and Budget for FY08. The 
ments also address the newly published Master Plan and the 

posed capital spending cap for the five-year period FY09-13. 
 elements of the Comments include:  
 A recommendation to exempt design projects from the 

“20% limit” to provide flexibility in preparing projects for 
construction, particularly as the Authority nears the cap 
period after FY-13. 

 A recommendation to begin the Metropolitan Tunnel Loop 
project in FY08; the recommendation is consistent with the 
emphasis given to other redundancy projects and to the 
potential impact of subsequent projects in the CIP. 

 A recommendation that the Authority negotiate with the 
state to pay a portion of any remediation costs relating to 
the PCBs found at Wachusett Dam, noting that the 
Commonwealth owned the dam at the time of its 
construction, and suggests the Authority’s share of the 
remediation should be based on the length of time the 
Authority has had responsibility for the dam.  
If you have any questions regarding topics raised in this newsletter or any other MWRA issue, please contact: 
hristine Hevelone-Byler, Government & Media Coordinator ▪ Phone: 617.742.7561 ▪ Fax: 617.742.4614 ▪ 

Email: christine.hevelone-byler@mwra.state.ma.us  
Web Site: www.mwraadvisoryboard.com
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
OMMITTEE  MEETING / 10:30 AM - NEWTON 

RD OF DIRECTORS / 10 AM - CHARLESTOWN 
COMMITTEE MEETING /   8:30 AM - BOSTON 
VISORY BOARD MEETING / 11:30 AM – WELLESLEY 
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